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Anglophone philosophy has taken an explicit, institutionalized turn to public philosophy in the 

last decades.  The American Philosophical Association has a committee on public philosophy, 

and major Anglophone publications are devoted to the possibilities of public philosophy.  

Figures such as Martha C. Nussbaum, Judith Butler, and Olufemi Taiwo attract wide attention 

both inside and outside the academy.  What is it to do public philosophy?  How can public 

philosophy widen a professional philosophical vocation or career?  What do the possibilities of 

public philosophy show about the limitations of academia, and what do they reveal about the 

nature of philosophy?  In this seminar, Phd students get an opportunity to think about their own 

work in light of concise lectures and short readings in and on public philosophy, including a 

one on one meeting with the professor to personalize the lectures.  MA and BA students are 

welcome to audit, and an all inclusive discussion time will be part of every session. 
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